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This policy has been designed to support our school vision statement: 

 
Intent 
 
At Westways, we seek to provide each pupil with the best possible start to their school career.  We aim to 
support and nurture the holistic development of each pupil by:  
 

• Recognising that all children are individuals; 

• Providing a safe, secure and caring environment where children feel happy and know that they are 
valued; 

• Developing communication so every pupil can express their needs, wants and feelings; 

• Developing pupil’s understanding of social skills and positive behaviour expectations; 

• Providing quality, play based learning experiences which use the interests and curiosities of pupils in 
order to foster motivation to explore and learn; 

• Develop and encourage independence and choice making skills as appropriate to each pupil; 

• Providing a curriculum which takes account of, and responds to, the pupil’s developmental needs and 
allows them to make progress related to their differing abilities; 

• Ensuring pupils have positive experiences of success at their own levels in order to give them 
confidence and motivation for learning in the future; 

• Providing a broad, balanced, relevant and creative curriculum which promotes the ‘Early Learning 
Goals’; 

• Providing equal learning and development opportunities for all pupils; 

• Creating partnerships with parents to support and enhance the development of pupils. 
 
Curriculum 
 
All children in our Nursery and Reception classes develop knowledge and skills to support each individual 
child’s development pathway from ‘Development Matters’ found in the statutory framework for Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS) 2021 which sets standards for the learning and care of children from birth to 5 
years old. 
 
Our EYFS practice is shaped by the four guiding principles:  

• every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident 
and self-assured 

• children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships 
• children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, 

who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. 
Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers.  

• importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different rates. 

The EYFS at Westways provides a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum which addresses children‘s 
social, emotional, physical, intellectual, moral and cultural development (linked to Global Goals and British 
Values) within a safe, secure, stimulating environment.  Our curriculum enables the child to learn and develop 
skills, attitudes, knowledge and understanding in the areas of learning set out below. 
 
Prime areas: 

• Communication and Language; 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED); 

• Physical development. 
 

At Westways we make a world of difference by… 

• Supporting all children to achieve their full potential  

• Developing respect for self, one another and the environment  

• Having high expectations in everything that we do and work hard  

• Nurturing resilient, life-long learners  

• Contributing to our community 



Specific areas: 

• Literacy  

• Mathematics; 

• Understanding the World; 

• Expressive Art and Design. 

The Characteristics of Effective Learning underpins all the teaching interactions and learning and the EYFS 
staff have a good understanding that all children learn in a range of different ways and so every child has 
opportunities for: 

• playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’ 

• active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy 
achievements 

• creating and thinking critically - children have to develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, 
and develop strategies for doing things. 

Throughout the EYFS, we plan activities to give children learning experiences and opportunities to work 
towards the Early Learning Goals and prepare them for the National Curriculum.  Within these areas, children 
will participate in a variety of activities, with appropriate levels of support either by adult led and/or child-
initiated learning. 
 

Implementation  

Inside/Outside Provision 
The EYFS classrooms at Westways are resourced and designed to meet the needs for all the children.  The 
classrooms have an adjoining outside area, which is used to provide Continuous Provision and Loose Parts 
(crates, planks, tyres and wooden blocks) between inside and outdoors.  Teaching and learning takes place 
within the classroom, the shared area and outside learning spaces.  Whole class, group and individual 
activities are used to develop skills in all areas of the curriculum, as appropriate. 
  
The Western playground provides opportunities for Reception pupils to use larger play equipment in order to 
develop gross motor skills; equipment includes bikes, scooters, climbing and building with larger apparatus 
which is closely supervised by familiar adults whilst the children are using this space. 
 
Teaching and Learning 
Play and active learning are an important and essential part of Early Years.  Planned and purposeful activities 
are a key strategy for introducing and consolidating all areas of learning and development.  Activities are 
carefully planned to consider pupils’ needs and utilise their interests.  The EYFS team establish high 
expectations for positive attitudes to learning and behaviour. 
 
Through play, active learning, and modelling pupils are able to: 

• Build confidence and self-esteem; 

• Learn to explore and take ‘risks’ in their learning; 

• Think about and solve problems; 

• Relate to others; 

• Develop curiosity and a motivation to learn; 

• Develop their own communication styles to acquire a wide range of vocabulary and develop language 
skills; 

• Develop independence; 

• Understand daily routines so they can demonstrate their independence; 

• Fostering an enjoyment for reading and retelling stories of high quality texts across the curriculum to 
support learning; 

• Knowing the children, their needs and their abilities in order to support them to develop; 

• Develop early language and literacy skills including their early reading and phonics knowledge; 

• Build on their cultural capital by providing children with a wide range of experience to develop their 
knowledge and skills. 

 



Children can access the teaching and learning through: 

• Child initiated activities – children make choices from within the learning environment to meet 
his/her outcome for learning by providing high quality enabling environment with a range of 
opportunities linked to all areas of learning. 

•  

• High Quality Adult initiated activities- practitioners provide the resources in Continuous Provision to 
stimulate and consolidate learning. 

• High Quality Adult directed activities – children engage in planned activities (focus activities) to meet 
specific learning outcomes. 

 
Staff within the EYFS will continually make judgements through observations and assessment as to the 
balance required for pupils between child and adult initiated play activities.  ‘Wow moments’, snapshots and 
key assessments are recorded in the children’s learning journal or on Tapestry, our on-line assessment 
system.  We recognise that pupils will be, over time, working towards being able to participate in more adult 
led activities in readiness for moving onto Year 1.  We also understand and appreciate that our pupils will 
develop at different rates and may have very specific and individual learning needs. 
 
Planning, Recording and Assessment 
Schemes of Work are planned in a sequence on a half-termly basis.  Themes may be altered to take into 
account children’s interests.  Medium Term planning identifies each of the Prime and Specific Areas of 
Development as identified in the Early Years Outcomes for each term.  This ensures that all curriculum areas 
are covered throughout the school week. 
   
On-going formative assessment is at the heart of effective early years practice.  At Westways, this is carried 
out through cycles of ‘Observation – Assessment – Planning’.  Summative assessment is carried out at every 
half-term.  The EYFS team uses Development Matters and observations on Tapestry as an assessment tool 
to enable staff to record and evidence the progress of pupils.  This further allows staff to identify where pupils 
are making good or outstanding progress and where a pupil may require additional interventions or support 
to raise progress in a certain area of the curriculum. 
 
SEND  
Teachers focus on high quality inclusive teaching and use a range of strategies and resources to support 

children with Special Educational Needs (SEN).  All pupils will have access to a broad and balanced 

curriculum. The class teacher will discuss the needs of the children with the SENCo and a child may be 

placed on the school’s SEN register if their needs meet specific criteria as set out in the Sheffield Support 

Grid (SSG), this will be discussed clearly with parents/carers.  

A child on the SEN register will have a Learner Profile, providing a personalised picture, identifying any 

adaptations or interventions in place. A SEND support plan may be written, if a need is identified for more 

targeted interventions with specific outcomes. Children with a higher or more complex level of need may have 

a My Plan written; this would be reviewed termly. A child with an Educational Care Plan (EHCP) would have 

an EHCP annual review, where all those working with the child are invited to meet with the parents/carers to 

review and evaluate the specialist support in place and to plan future outcomes. 

Home/School Links 
It is vital that positive and lasting links with a pupil’s home are established and valued as early as possible.  
We recognise that parents/carers are a pupil’s primary educator and that they are able to share with the 
school valuable and insightful information about their child. 
 
Information is shared between home and school, on a regular basis, can have significant impact upon a 
pupil’s learning and development.  This is carried out in the form of regular Tapestry observations, parent’s 
evenings, parent workshop sessions for specific areas of the curriculum, daily open-door times at the 
beginning and the end of the day and a variety of informal events throughout the school year. An end of year 
report will be available for all parents  
 
 
 
 



Transition into Westways Primary School 
Every opportunity is taken to gain as much information about a pupil prior to starting at Westways.  This can 
include visits by Westways staff to a pupil’s Nursery or Pre-school setting, a meeting with parents/carers and 
a range of visits to Westways for both parents and children.  We will also provide an opportunity for parents 
and children to stay for school dinner during the summer term.  Any children with SEND, pupil’s transition will 
be organised and agreed on an individual basis according to the needs of the pupil. 
 

Impact 
 
Our ultimate aspiration is for all children at Westways to be independent, enthusiastic learners who are willing 
to take risk in their learning. They are confident at communicating effectively and they have a good 
understanding of routines and the high expectations of the teaching staff. We want to supporting all children 
to achieve their full potential and developing respect for self, one another and the environment. 

 
 


